
TOP 5

Top 5 Reasons UAE Financial 
Institutions Need Kiteworks 
for CBUAE AI Compliance

Copyright © 2026 Kiteworks.www.kiteworks.comMarch 2026

The CBUAE’s February 2026 Guidance Note on Consumer Protection and Responsible Adoption of AI and Machine Learning requires every licensed 
financial institution in the UAE—banks, insurers, exchange houses, finance companies, and payment service providers—to demonstrate documented AI 
governance, security-by-design safeguards, and third-party vendor controls. Kiteworks closes the gap between AI deployment velocity and governance 
maturity with a unified Private Data Network that governs every channel where sensitive financial data moves—into, through, and out of AI systems. 

1. Unified AI Data Governance Across Every Channel
UAE financial institutions move sensitive data through email, file sharing, managed file transfer, SFTP, APIs, web forms, and AI integrations—
often through disconnected tools with separate logs and separate gaps. The CBUAE requires documented governance proportionate to each 
institution’s size and complexity, with AI risks integrated into enterprise-wide risk management across conduct, credit, operational, and 
cybersecurity dimensions. Kiteworks consolidates all channels into a single zero-trust platform with one policy engine, one audit trail, and one 
governance framework. When a CBUAE examiner asks how AI data flows are governed, the answer is one system, not six. 

2. CBUAE, UAE PDPL, and Cross-Framework Compliance on Demand
The CBUAE guidance layers onto Federal Decree-Law No. 45/2021 (UAE PDPL) and the 2022 Model Management Standards, creating a multi-
layered compliance environment where LFIs must demonstrate both AI-specific controls and broader data governance maturity. Kiteworks’ 
automated compliance reporting generates preconfigured evidence for CBUAE requirements, UAE PDPL, GDPR, SOX, PCI DSS, and 50+ 
additional frameworks. Compliance reports gather control evidence automatically—no manual assembly, no scramble before an examination. 
A comprehensive inventory of all AI models, covering name, purpose, risk rating, and metadata, is supported through complete data exchange 
tracking across every channel. 

3. Security-by-Design That Meets the CBUAE Mandate
The CBUAE explicitly requires LFIs to embed security-by-design and privacy-by-design into AI systems, incorporating safeguards against 
unauthorised access, misuse, cyberattacks, and system failures—with stress testing, redundancy, and incident response planning. Kiteworks 
deploys as a hardened virtual appliance with embedded firewalls, WAF, intrusion detection, double encryption at rest, and zero-trust 
architecture—all maintained by Kiteworks, not your infrastructure team. Single-tenant isolation eliminates the cross-tenant vulnerabilities that 
compromise multi-tenant platforms. Security is delivered as a product capability, not a configuration responsibility. 

4. Third-Party AI Vendor Governance With Cessation Controls
The CBUAE requires outsourced AI contracts to include audit rights, cybersecurity guarantees, and immediate cessation capabilities—and holds 
LFIs fully accountable for third-party AI outcomes regardless of who built or operates the model. With 19% of Middle East organisations reporting 
third-party compliance failures in the past 12 months, the risk is not theoretical. Kiteworks’ external user life-cycle management enforces ABAC 
policies on every vendor data exchange, maintains a complete audit trail, and provides the cessation controls the CBUAE demands. Every vendor file 
exchange is governed, logged, and auditable in one system—without depending on the counterparty’s security practices. 

5. Immutable Audit Trails That Prove AI Governance Under Examination
The CBUAE holds boards and senior management directly accountable for AI outcomes, requiring regular reporting on performance and risks, 
documented AI design and training data provenance, and annual bias testing with representative data. When an examiner asks for evidence, 
the question is not whether you had a governance policy—it is whether you can prove you enforced it. Kiteworks’ centralised, immutable audit 
logs capture every data exchange, every policy enforcement action, and every access decision across all channels—with zero throttling, zero 
dropped entries, and real-time SIEM delivery. The result: exportable evidence artifacts in the format CBUAE examiners, auditors, courts, and 
institutional clients expect. The difference is between “we believe we’re compliant” and “we can demonstrate it.”
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