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Safeguarding 
Tribal Health Data
How Kiteworks Supports HIPAA Compliance 
and Data Protection for Tribal Organizations

The Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) sets forth 

comprehensive standards to protect the privacy of patient information, known as 

protected health information (PHI) and Tribal Health Information (THI) and to ensure 

the secure exchange of electronic health information. HIPAA establishes national 

standards to protect patient health information. It applies to healthcare providers, 

health plans, and clearinghouses that conduct electronic transactions. Tribal health 

departments must ensure HIPAA compliance when providing covered services like 

operating a hospital or submitting electronic claims. Though complex, compliance is 

essential to safeguard patient privacy and security. Tribes have flexibility to develop 

customized privacy policies suited to their communities’ needs. This authority 

allows tailored approaches to best serve Native populations. In summary, Tribal 

health organizations should thoughtfully approach HIPAA to balance compliance 

with protected health information regulations against crafting policies that meet 

local needs and priorities. Assessing covered functions and developing focused 

compliance and training programs can aid Tribes in upholding privacy while providing 

culturally competent care. Achieving and maintaining HIPAA compliance is essential 

for healthcare organizations, and Kiteworks offers a robust solution for secure data 

collaboration and communication that can support your compliance efforts.

Privacy Rule Compliance for Tribal Health Information

The Privacy Rule mandates healthcare organizations implement safeguards to limit 

unnecessary THI access and have auditing to monitor data use. Kiteworks meets 

these needs with granular, role-based access controls restricting data to authorized 

users. Comprehensive auditing tracks user activities for security monitoring and 

compliance reporting. For data availability, the Privacy Rule also requires backups 

and contingency planning. Kiteworks provides resilient storage across data centers, 

enabling reliable backup and rapid restoration after any disruption. With its access 

limitations, auditing visibility, and backup capabilities, Kiteworks provides the 

core safeguards healthcare organizations need to comply with key elements of 

the HIPAA Privacy Rule. This helps covered entities implement compliant THI use, 

monitoring, and availability.
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Security Rule Compliance for Tribes, Tribal Organizations, and Tribal Epidemiology Centers

The Security Rule within HIPAA applies to Tribes, Tribal organizations, and Tribal Epidemiology Centers (TECs) regarding public 

health data sharing, allowing exchange with proper identity and authority verification, which is essential for addressing health 

disparities. HIPAA-covered entities can share public health data with Tribal groups as public health authorities, once they confirm 

authorization status, enabling joint efforts on disease surveillance and response, especially during emergencies. HIPAA Security 

supports appropriate public health data sharing between government and Tribal public health organizations when following required 

verification protocols. 

For Tribes and Tribal healthcare organizations managing sensitive data, Kiteworks provides capabilities to support compliance 

with key Security Rule requirements. Kiteworks offers centralized management of user access, permissions, and auditing. This 

streamlines enforcement of security policies and procedures tailored to Tribal needs. For physical safeguards, Kiteworks enables 

secure remote THI access from approved devices, reducing risks of unauthorized data access on physical media. Kiteworks 

provides robust technical safeguards as well. Strong user authentication with multi-factor and single sign-on prevents unauthorized 

system access. Granular, role-based access controls ensure only those with a need can access THI. Comprehensive activity 

auditing tracks user actions for monitoring risks and compliance reporting. Version control, permissions, and alerts maintain THI 

integrity by preventing unauthorized modifications. For transmission security, Kiteworks leverages industry standard encryption 

like TLS and AES-256 to protect PHI in transit and at rest. This prevents interception or data breach during exchange. With its array 

of administrative, physical, and technical safeguards, Kiteworks addresses Security Rule requirements to implement policies, 

procedures, access controls, integrity protection, transmission encryption, and other provisions. This enables Tribal groups to tailor 

robust, compliant safeguards aligned with protecting culturally sensitive data and community needs. Ultimately, Kiteworks provides 

the capabilities Tribal organizations require to secure systems, data, and exchanges while meeting HIPAA Security Rule obligations.

Breach Notification Rule With Real-time Monitoring

The Breach Notification Rule requires reporting THI breaches to patients and Health and Human Services. Kiteworks aids 

compliance through real-time alerts and auditing to swiftly detect potential incidents. Its monitoring tools facilitate investigation 

of suspicious activities that may compromise THI. By enabling rapid identification and response, Kiteworks helps minimize 

breach impacts and any unauthorized THI access. With robust detection and visibility capabilities, Kiteworks equips Tribal health 

organizations to promptly alert required entities of breaches to meet stringent HIPAA notification requirements. This supports 

compliance and transparency around THI security incidents.

Kiteworks delivers robust capabilities to help Tribal health organizations achieve HIPAA compliance for protecting sensitive Tribal 

Health Information. Its access controls, auditing, and encryption aid Privacy and Security Rule compliance. Backup and recovery 

features support data availability requirements. Real-time monitoring enables rapid breach identification and reporting. Ultimately, 

Kiteworks’ purpose-built platform provides integrated, advanced tools to help Tribes implement tailored safeguards that secure 

systems and data, detect risks, and facilitate compliance reporting. This enables Tribes to balance meeting federal HIPAA 

regulations with localized policies that respect community needs and cultural data. Kiteworks equips Tribal groups with scalable 

capabilities required for compliant and trustworthy stewardship of Tribal Health Information.
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