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Revolutionizing 
Legal Collaboration: 
Possessionless Editing
Mitigate Breach Risk of Confidential Third-party Workflows 
for M&A, Cross-border Litigation, and Consultation

Law firms and legal departments face a critical challenge: how to collaborate 
effectively with third parties on sensitive documents while maintaining ironclad 
security and client confidentiality. Traditional document-sharing methods often 
fall short, exposing firms to data breaches, compliance violations, and potential 
damage to their reputation. Enter Kiteworks SafeEDIT with Possessionless Editing—a 
groundbreaking next-gen digital rights management (DRM) solution that transforms 
how legal professionals collaborate globally while keeping sensitive information 
under lock and key.

The Challenge: Balancing Collaboration and Confidentiality

Legal professionals must frequently share and edit documents with clients, 
co-counsel, and other external parties. This collaboration is essential for case 
management, contract negotiations, and regulatory compliance. However, it also 
presents significant risks:

1.	 Data Breaches: Sharing sensitive documents increases the risk of unauthorized 
access or data leaks.

2.	 Compliance Violations: Strict regulations like GDPR and industry-specific laws 
demand rigorous data protection measures.

3.	 Loss of Control: Once a document leaves a firm’s secure environment, 
controlling its distribution becomes challenging.

4.	 Client Trust: Any breach of confidentiality can severely damage client 
relationships and the firm’s reputation.

Traditional collaboration tools and legacy DRM solutions often prove inadequate, 
offering limited functionality or cumbersome agent installations with user 
experiences that hinder productivity.

Introducing Possessionless Editing

Our innovative solution addresses these challenges head-on, offering a secure 
collaboration platform tailored specifically for the legal industry. At its core is the 
concept of Possessionless Editing—a revolutionary approach that allows legal 
professionals to collaborate on documents without ever transferring the original 
files outside their secure environment.
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Key Features:
1.	 Streamed Document Editing: Users can view and edit document renditions in real time, while the original file remains 

securely stored within the firm’s infrastructure.

2.	 Native Application Experience: Legal professionals can work with familiar tools and interfaces, such as Microsoft Office, 
reducing the learning curve and increasing adoption.

3.	 Robust Security and Access Controls: Built-in hardening, powerful security policies, and granular permissions ensure that 
only authorized users can view or edit specific documents or sections.

4.	 Comprehensive Audit Log: Detailed logs of all document interactions support compliance efforts and provide accountability.

5.	 Universal Format Support: Collaborate on various legal document types without compatibility issues.

6.	 Zero Data Distribution: Eliminate the risk of sensitive information being stored on external devices or unauthorized locations.

7.	 Easy Deployment: No end-user clients or agents. Deploy server on your premises or have Kiteworks host it as a service for 
any size firm.

Benefits for Legal Firms and Departments
1.	 Enhanced Security and Confidentiality: Protect client data by keeping original documents within your secure environment. 

Maintain attorney-client privilege by controlling document access and distribution.

2.	 Improved Client Service: Collaborate more efficiently with clients, co-counsel, and experts. Provide faster response times 
and more transparent communication.

3.	 Streamlined Compliance: Simplify adherence to data protection regulations and industry standards. Maintain detailed audit 
logs for regulatory inspections and internal reviews.

4.	 Cost and Time Savings: Reduce expenses associated with complex security systems and potential data breaches. Minimize 
time spent on document version control and tracking.

5.	 Enhanced Productivity: Enable seamless collaboration across jurisdictions and time zones. Eliminate delays caused by 
traditional document-sharing methods.

Use Cases in Legal Practices and Legal Departments
1.	 Cross-border Litigation: Multinational firms use Possessionless Editing to securely collaborate on case documents across 

jurisdictions, maintaining data sovereignty compliance. 

2.	 Mergers and Acquisitions: During due diligence, legal teams securely review confidential documents with controlled access 
and comprehensive audit logs. 

3.	 Regulatory Compliance: Corporate legal departments collaborate with external counsel on compliance documents, 
protecting sensitive information and demonstrating robust data protection to regulators. 

4.	 Client Collaboration: Law firms provide clients secure, real-time access to case documents, enhancing transparency and 
satisfaction while preventing unauthorized distribution.
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