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BEST PRACTICES

Adhering to the Cybersecurity Maturity Model Certification (CMMC) 2.0 physical security requirement is 
crucial for protecting sensitive information. This best practices checklist offers essential recommendations for 
organizations aiming to comply with CMMC 2.0›s stringent physical protection standards, which are designed to 
safeguard controlled unclassified information (CUI).

1. Conduct Regular Security Risk Assessments: Regularly evaluate the security posture of facilities to 
identify potential vulnerabilities. This involves assessing physical security measures, evaluating potential 
threats, and determining the risk levels associated with each. Examine entry points, surveillance 
systems, and any areas storing sensitive information.

2. Implement Access Control Measures: Set up and ensure the ongoing functionality of access 
control systems, including keycard systems and biometric scanners. Configure the systems to 
recognize and authenticate users, as well as perform regular updates and maintenance to prevent any 
security breaches. For digital media, implement multi-factor authentication (MFA) and periodically 
reviewing audit logs to ensure compliance with security protocols.

3. Install Surveillance Systems: Install a network of high-resolution cameras and sensitive motion 
detectors to effectively monitor and record all activities within and around facilities. Position cameras 
strategically to cover every critical area, including entrances, exits, parking lots, and corridors, ensuring 
no blind spots are left unmonitored. Ensure that the surveillance system is connected to a centralized 
control room where trained staff can continuously observe the footage.

4. Establish a Visitor Management Process: Implement a system to accurately log visitor entries, 
capturing essential information such as the visitor›s name, contact details, purpose of visit, and the 
host›s name. Establish a procedure for issuing temporary badges to all visitors upon arrival, ensuring 
these badges are clearly recognizable and include the visitor›s information and expiration time for added 
security. Designate trained personnel to escort guests into and within secure areas.

5. Train Employees on Physical Security Protocols: Organize and conduct regular training sessions for 
employees to enhance their understanding and adherence to physical security protocols. Cover topics 
such as access control measures, surveillance system operations, and identifying potential security 
threats. Additionally, incorporate comprehensive emergency response procedures, including evacuation 
drills, communication plans, and first-aid instructions.
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6. Secure Physical Media: REnsure physical media, including critical documents, backup drives, and 
other data storage devices, are stored securely in locked cabinets or safes. Choose storage solutions 
that are robust and designed to withstand potential break-ins, such as safes with combination locks 
or cabinets with keycard access. Develop and enforce a comprehensive policy for the proper handling, 
storage, and disposal of these sensitive materials to protect them from potential breaches.

7. Conduct Regular Audits and Drills: Review all security policies and procedures, assessing their 
alignment with current threats and industry standards. Evaluate access control systems, surveillance 
technology, perimeter defenses, and the competency of security personnel. Simulate a range of 
emergency scenarios, such as unauthorized access, natural disasters, or a fire outbreak, to evaluate and 
enhance the effectiveness of response plans.

8. Develop and Maintain a Comprehensive Incident Response Plan: Develop a comprehensive 
incident response plan that clearly delineates the steps and actions to be undertaken in the event 
of a security breach or emergency situation. Assign specific roles and responsibilities to team 
members, ensuring each person knows their duties, the tasks they need to perform, and the authority 
they possess during an incident. Include thorough recovery procedures to guide the organization 
in mitigating damage, restoring affected systems, and returning to normal operations as swiftly as 
possible.
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